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awards single 
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Humboldt Research Fellowship
NEW: Next call 15 March, 15 July and 15 November - first 

come, first serve!

All countries
(excluding Germany & Brazil),
2 expert reviews,
post-doctoral researchers with above-average qualifications

6-24 months 3.000 € See Info

Georg Forster Research Fellowship
In light of budget cuts and revised funding conditions set by the 
funding body, the Humboldt Foundation is unable to continue the 
Georg Forster Research Fellowship Programme in its current 
format. A new programme is planned.

Developing and emerging countries
 in accordance with OECD (excluding PR China, India and Brazil), 
research must address questions relevant to the sustainable 
development of your region of origin, regardless of your field,  2 
experts reviews

6- 24 months See Info

CAPES-Humboldt Research Fellowship
Application Deadline 29.05.2026 und 30.11.2026

Brazil 6- 24 months 3.000 € See Info

Humboldt Research Fellowship

All countries
(excluding Germany & Brazil),
2 expert reviews,
post-doctoral researchers with above-average qualifications

6-18 months 3.600 € See Info

Georg Forster Research Fellowship
In light of budget cuts and revised funding conditions set by the 
funding body, the Humboldt Foundation is unable to continue the 
Georg Forster Research Fellowship Programme in its current 
format. A new programme is planned.

Developing and emerging countries
 in accordance with OECD (excluding PR China, India and Brazil), 
research must address questions relevant to the sustainable 
development of your region of origin, regardless of your field,  2 
experts reviews

6-18 months See Info

CAPES-Humboldt Research Fellowship
Application Deadline 29.05.2026 und 30.11.2026

Brazil 6- 18 months 3.600 € See Info

Scout                   
(TUM 
host):

Assistant Professor or  Junior 
Research Group leader (PI) at 
TUM applies to become a scout 
(need to submit a concept for 
selection and hosting international 
researcher)

Henriette Herz Scouting Programme
As scout recommendation of 1-3 Humboldt 
Research Fellowship in a shortened procedure 
over 3 years (details see above)

Executive academic position at a German university or research 
institution

Visible academic success,
successful promotion of junior researchers' careers, 
international connections,
convincing concept of how to recruit foreign researchers who do 
not apply themselves

up to 3 years See Info

(up to 15 years after doctorate)
Max Planck-Humboldt Research Award

All countries
nominated by Max-Planck-Gesellschaft

Outstanding research achievements to date and the potential for 
further breakthroughs; quality of the research project (level of 
innovation, prospects for success); the potential for collaboration 
with the host institute and the extended research field in Germany.

80.000 € and
1,5 Mio. €

5 years research 
cooperation

See Info

Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research Award
All countries
nominated by TUM host

Excellent research record with scientific achievements that have 
already influenced the nominee’s field; reasonable prospects for 
producing outstanding achievements beyond the nominee’s 
immediate field of work (rising stars)

6-12 months 60.000 € See Info

Fraunhofer-Bessel Research Award
All countries
nominated by directors or leading researchers at institutes of 
the Fraunhofer Gesellschaft in Germany

Outstanding research record with scientific achievements that 
have already influenced the nominee’s field; research field with 
clear practical applications; reasonable prospects for producing 
outstanding achievements beyond the immediate field of work

6-12 months 45.000 € See Info

Humboldt Research Award

Scholars from humanities and social science 
are funded by Fritz Thyssen Foundation: Reimar 
Lüst Award; researcher from Canada: Konrad 
Adenauer Award

Georg Forster Research Award
Nominations are currently not possible!

Developing and emerging countries
 in accordance with OECD (excluding PR China and India)
nominated by TUM host (personal statement, 2 expert reviews) - 
deadline 31 October of the preceding year

For researchers who are internationally recognized and will 
contribute to improving living conditions in their countries of origin, 
the nominee must have lived and worked in one of these countries 
for at least five years at the time of nomination.

6-12 months,
can be split 
into 
multiple stays

60.000 € See Info
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Prerequisite

Self-application:
Above average doctorate.
independent research proposal
Find a TUM host (confirmation that research facilities are 
available/host's statement)

Publications according to international standards,
nationality, residency, and language skills depending on the 
program

Self-application:
Independent research proposal
Find a TUM host (confirmation that research facilities are 
available/host's statement)

academic profile (eg. assistant professor, lecturer, head of an 
independent research group or higher-level position) substantiated 
by an extensive list of publications according to international 
standards(as thematic lead). Further requirements: nationality, 
residency, and language skills depending on the program (see 
website).

Experienced researcher
Own academic profile or group 
leader/assistant professor
(up to 12 years after doctorate)

Postdoctoral researcher
(up to 4 years after doctorate)

Outstanding international reputation, research beyond the 
immediate field of work, significance of the awarding for future 
development, nominee's multiplier effect,
predominantly living and working outside Germany for at least five 
years, no permanent employment in Germany

Alexander von Humboldt Sponsorship programmes (Stand 18.03.2026) For international scientists who want to conduct research in Germany

All countries
nominated by TUM host

Internationally recognised 
researcher

(up to 18 years after doctorate)

6-12 months, 
can be split 
into 
multiple stays

See Info80.000 €

https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/humboldt-research-fellowship
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/georg-forster-research-fellowship
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/capes-humboldt-research-fellowship#h30360
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https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/henriette-herz-scouting-programme
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/max-planck-humboldt-research-award
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/friedrich-wilhelm-bessel-research-award
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