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Ethical counseling in the age of personalized  

medicine and diversity issues

In our era of globalization and personalized medicine, 

the daily activity of a hospital is fraught with ethical 

controversies and difficult ethical decisions to be made 

by clinicians, patients and caregivers. Frequently, these 

decisions become entangled in gender issues, cultural 

differences, moral values and religious beliefs. Under 

these circumstances, the need for ethical decision-making 

support has grown. 

In this symposium, we want to investigate how the 

three terms involved in this topic (ethical counseling, 

personalized medicine, diversity) are interlaced, and how 

they can be positively connected in order to increase the 

empowerment of patients and the quality of the ethical 

choices for patients.

Information and registration

Target group

Students, researchers, and practitioners from

organizations.

Registration

www.tum-ias.de/lbs2016/registration

Registration deadline

Please register online by Friday, November 11, 2016.

Registration fee

Participation in the symposium is free of charge.

Organizing secretariat 

Juliane Strücker

struecker@zv.tum.de

ph: +49 89 289 10557

Childcare

If you need childcare arrangements during the

symposium, please contact us for more information.

Location

TUM Institute for Advanced Study

Lichtenbergstraße 2 a

85748 Garching near Munich

Germany
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Liesel Beckmann (1914–1965)

Liesel Beckmann was the first 

female professor at Technische 

Hochschule München (now 

TUM). She received her degree in 

Economics in 1937 at the University 

of Bonn, where she also finished 

her doctoral degree in Business 

Administration one year later. She followed her teacher, 

Professor Rössle, to Technische Hochschule München in 

1938 and became his assistant, which also gave her the 

possibility to teach. She was awarded her postdoctoral 

degree for a thesis on The Position of Skilled Trades 
in Economics, and became an Associate Professor of 

Business Economics in 1946.
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Scientific committee

Giovanni Boniolo
Dipartimento di Scienze Biomediche e  
Chirurgico Specialistiche, University of Ferrara
Institute for Advanced Study
Technical University of Munich
giovanni.boniolo@unife.it

Mariacarla Gadebusch Bondio 
Institute for History and Ethics of Medicine
Technical University of Munich
mariacarla.gadebusch-bondio@tum.de 

Scientific coordinator

Chiara Mannelli
Università di Torino
ch.mannelli@gmail.com

Organizers

The TUM Institute for Advanced Study (TUM-IAS) offers 
internationally renowned scientists a working environment 
far away from everyday administrative charges. With its 
Fellowship program, the TUM-IAS brings scientists to-
gether on three levels: early-career and experienced rese-
archers, scientists from international research institutions 
and from TUM, and academic and industrial researchers. 
The Fellows jointly define, develop, and establish new 
research fields fit for the future.

The Institute for History and Ethics of Medicine focu-
ses on the historical and cultural dimensions of medicine – 
the so-called ‘medical humanities’ – in both research and 
teaching. This includes the genesis and development of 
medical culture, fundamentals of the theory of medicine, 
and medical ethics.

The symposium is organized by Prof. Mariacarla Gade-
busch Bondio (Institute for History and Ethics of Medicine) 
and the Anna Boyksen Fellow 2015 awarded by the TUM-
IAS, Prof. Giovanni Boniolo (Dipartimento di Scienze Bio-
mediche e Chirurgico Specialistiche, University of Ferrara).

Program (40’ talk + 10’ discussion)

08:30 – 09:00 Registration

09:00 – 09:30 Opening

 Chair: M. Gadebusch Bondio

09:30 – 10:20   Ethical counseling and diversity:  
for a wise approach 
G. Boniolo

10:20 – 11:10   Ethical counseling and authority:  
avoiding the pitfalls of expertise in  
the context of diversity 
M. Sheehan 

11:10 – 11:25  Coffee break

11:25 – 12:15   Culture and religion in clinical ethics 
consultation: a diversity of ethical  
questions 
M. Spranzi

12:15 – 13:05   The double helix in the young mind  
M. Sabatello 

13:05 – 14:30  Lunch break

 Chair: G. Boniolo

14:30 – 15:20   Is personalized medicine and socio- 
cultural sensitive risk communication  
an oxymoron? Empirical, epistemological  
and ethical considerations 
S. Schicktanz

15:20 – 16:10   Can respecting patient autonomy be  
an imposition of values? Ethics consul- 
tation, ethical counseling, and diversity  
M. Aulisio

16:10 – 17:05  Coffee break

17:05 – 17:55   Could personalized medicine de-person- 
alize the counselor-client relationship?  
R. Chadwick

17:55 – 18:45   Relief or burden? The participation fix as  
a central issue in personalized medicine  
M. Gadebusch Bondio

18:45 – 19:00  Closing 

Speakers

Mark Aulisio
Clinical Ethics Program, MetroHealth Medical Center
Department of Bioethics, Case Western Reserve University 
mpa5@case.edu

Giovanni Boniolo
Dipartimento di Scienze Biomediche e Chirurgico  
Specialistiche, University of Ferrara
Institute for Advanced Study, Technical University of Munich
giovanni.boniolo@unife.it

Ruth Chadwick
ESRC Centre for Economic and Social Aspects of Genomics 
Cardiff University 
ChadwickR1@cardiff.ac.uk

Mariacarla Gadebusch Bondio 
Institute for History and Ethics of Medicine
Technical University of Munich
mariacarla.gadebusch-bondio@tum.de 

Maya Sabatello
Law, Ethics and Psychiatry, Department of Psychiatry 
Columbia University, New York, NY
ms4075@cumc.columbia.edu

Silke Schicktanz
Department of Medical Ethics and History of Medicine
Göttingen University Medical Center
sschick@gwdg.de

Mark Sheehan 
Oxford Biomedical Research Centre & Ethox Centre Oxford
mark.sheehan@ethox.ox.ac.uk

Marta Spranzi
Université de Versailles St-Quentin-en-Yvelines 
CERSES – CNR
Marta.Spranzi@cch.aphp.fr

sturm
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